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Some IVegal and Arbitrary proceedings 
by certain Juſtices of the Peace and 
others, againſt ſeveral innocent and_ 
peaceable v_ ormiſts in and near 
the Townof Bedford, upon pretence 

of putting in execution the late Act 
againſt Conventicles, 


TOGETHER 


With a brief Account of the late fudden and 
 ftrange Death of the Grrand Informer, and 
one of the molt violent malicious Profecutors_ 


againſt theſe poor people. 
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—eAs deceivers, and jet trur,&c, As poor, yet making way rich ; 
a baving a yet poſſeſſing all gut. 2 Cor,6.8,90,10, : 
n=—— And took, joyfully the ſpoyling of your Goods, knowing in your 
ſelves that ye have in Heaven a better and an enduring ſubſtances] 
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Eo tim 2s x 3 34 - irog 54" 4 ; 
” pe at: Bedford 17 purſuant ts-the late At of Partzament, 
Yd (4 true Nerr ative whereof 15 here oncloſyd;) afford matter both of 
: peruſed the Paper, you will conclude with nee and others, that this Text needs 
| noComment ; 4t # plain, that indefpight of Magna Charts, and in defi- 
| ance toallLams and Rules of Righreoufarſ x Neighbourboad. and Humani- 
| ty, they reſolve teruine the. Nonconformilts,. chough the. Iuſtramenis arg 
} Jowajes able torecampenie the King and Kinydoms damage thereby. The 
! Safferers are chearful and peaceable ; their immudiate Perſecutors are the 
' ſcumof the people, and chiefly the appurtenants of the Commaiſſaries Court. 
' The mit forward [nſirument of that ſort #4 one that hatb openly avowed 
and declared bis eftcem for Popery avove other Religions, _. If ſome check, 
be not gruen to theſe Extrategancies, meny Families will ſuddenly be rut- 
»ed, and the publique Trade: and Welfare endangered, which the Intereſt 
of ſome, the Rage, Revenge and Enmuy of others will fot admit regard to. 
Pardon this trouble, when 1 have told you the particulars of the Narra. 
tive are all true, and will be proved in every part. So 1 have remaining 


at preſent only ro tell you, 1 am, Sir, BY 
| £ »; 1 Your aſſured Friend. 
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N: Lords-day (ay 15.) at-the:dwelling-bouſe of. one Fob 
' Fes, a Haberdaſher of Hatts, many perſons being afſembled 

for Religious Exerciſe ; One Weſt and Frekman ( two Appa- 

BE titors) by « Warrant from one Mr. Foſter, who is a Jultice 
-of Peace, and the Commiſlaries Deputy, did enter the Houſa, and 
force the Meeters to Mr. Poſters Houſe, . who fined every one of them 
ſeverally, according to- their reputed abilities ; and committed. the 
Preacher to Priſon, for words he ſpake againſt the-Church of England, 
then occaſioned by the diſcourſe of Mr. Foſter. The Appazitors 
charged ( by vertue of their Warrant) a Conſtable, and a Church- 
warden, to aſſiſt them, but they negleRing, ( being not willing «9 
the work, as they: themſelves declared) were fined each of them five 
pounds z. though by interceſſion of friends,. the Fines are not yet 


levied: © -- 
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On Fiiday following, one Thomas Battsſon another Churchwarden, 
and the moſt ative and bufie in the work, having with much labour 
and difficulty catled together the Overſcers of the Poor,and the Con. 
fables of the ſeveral Wards,to levy the ſeveral Fines npon the Goods 
of the Meeters, did fitſt attempt to levy the Fine of Tep-pounds up. 
on the Goods of one Fohn Bardelf a Maltſter, who having ſold all big 
Malt before the AR commenced, and delivered his Malt and Malt. 
houſe into his pofſeſſton to whom he had ſold them, none of the Of 
ficers would joyn With Bartsſox 'to break open the Door of the Malt- 
houſe, or to diftrain' the Malt, theugh-he moſt importunately charged 
and beſought them to do it, promiſing to bear them harmleſs. | 
WhilR Batcsſon and the other Officers were debating in the open 
Yard before the Malthouſe Door, a great number of all ſorts of per- 
ſons were gathered about them, expreſſing (by turns) their. indigna- 
tion againſt him, for attempting this again(t Berdolf ; whom'the whole 
Town knew to be a | juſt and harmleſs man; andthe common ſort of 
people covertly fixing a Calves tayl to Battiſons back, and deridivg 
him wich ſhouts and hollows, he departed without taking any difireſs 
there; and advanced with other Officers to Edward Covingtons Shop, 
a Grocer, to levy five ſhillings, for his Wife being ar the Meeting, 
where none of the Officers would diſtreyn but Battiſox, who took a 
Braſs Kettle, but when he had brought it to the fireet-door, none of 
the Officers woutd carry it away ; neither could he hire any to do it 
in two hours time, though he offered money to ſuch needy perſons 
among the company as wanted bread; Art laſt he got a youth for fix- 
pence to carry the Kettle leſs way than a ſtones-throw, to an Inn-yard 
Where before he had hired a Room to lodge ſuch Goods, under pre- 
tence to lodge Grain : but when the Youth had carried the! Kertle to 
the Inn-gate,(bzing hooted at all the way by the common SpeQators) 
the Inn-keeper would not ſuffer the Kettle to be brought into his 
Yard ; and fo his man ſet it out in the middle of the treer, None re. 
eardife it, till towards night a poor woman that receiveth alms was: 
cauſed by an'Overſeer ta.carry it away. 4 ot io 9 | 
From hence, Batisſor, with the reſt of. the Officers at: his heels, 
roceeds to diftrein one Jobn Spencer a Grocer, for a Fine of Forty 
ſhillings'; but his Shop-door being lockt, Bartsſox could not prevail 
with the Officers to joyn with him in breaking iropen : and'ſo this 
day ended, without any other difireis- than that of the Kettle. 
The next day, Which was the Matker-day; the Juſtices under. 
ſtanding how Batt:ſox was-diſcouraged in his work by the backwardneſs 
of the other Officers, and the open diſcountenance of the other peos 


ple, 


| T3 

ple, commanded the Officers to break open the Doors, and levy the 
Diſreſler, and promiſed them to bear them harmleſs: Immediately 
o1d Battiſon, with-a file of Soldiers and the Conſtables, in the middle 
of Market-time advanced: again to the Malt-bouſe of Febn Bardolfe, 
(ſciruate in an Inn-yard in the middle of the Marker-place) and 
breaks open the Doors, but not without long time and trouble, all 
people refuſing to lend either Bars or Hammers, which they ſent from 
Place to place to borrow for that purpoſe >: When the Doors were 
broken open, Battsfon diftreyned- fourteen Quarters of Malt, -but ic 
was night before he could: carry them away ; for though the Market- 
place was then full of Porters (it being a great Corn-Matket) yet 
none of them would affiſt, though charged firialy by Batt:ſon and the 
Conſtables, but ran all away, and left their Fares; ſome of them 
ſaying, they would be hang'd drawn and quarterd before they would affiſt 
in that work; fot which cauſe the Juſtices committed two” of them, 


(which they could take) to the Gaol. a a 
' The next day; being Lerds-Day, Fines were doubled upon the 
Meeters, beſore the firſt could be levied ; for they aſſembling, again 
at the ſame Houſe, according to their cultom ; Bartzſon with the two 
Apparitors, by another Warrint from Mr, Foſter, entred the Meeting- 
place about nine of the clock in the morning : but the Mzeters refu- 
fing to depart before their Exerciſe was ended (unleſs forced) Batti= 
for ſends wotd of it to Mr, Foſter, who returns a verbal Order, that 
Battiſon ſhould charge certain Gentlemen of the Town (whoſe names 
he had ſent by the meſſenger) to aſſiſt him ; which Barrifox accord. 
ivgly did, coing totheir Houſes to call them, though there were near 
a hundred common people ſpeRators in the ſtreets, and none of them 
then Charged to affilt, and alſo Trained-Band. Souldiers ready in 


* - Town for this ſervice, partly-at the charge of theſe Gentlemen whom 


Battiſon had ſo warned to affit, and who were ſo. warned ( as is ſup- 
pofed) upon defign, to have them incur the penalties of five pounds 
for their refufing- About ten of the clock inthe morning the Meeters. 
went with Bartifo» and the Appatitors (being conſtrained (o. to do) 
to the Swan in Bedford, where being:kept till four of the clock in the. 
afterrioon, and their names taken by the Juices, they were ſet at 
liberty. 

| Nex morning Mr, Foſter the Juſtice appears euly in the Rreets, 
with old Battiſon and the two Apparitors, a file of Souldierts and ſome . 
Conſtables, ro ſee the Fines levied upon the Meeters Goods ; charg- 
ing to his aſſiſtance fuch perſons he ſees, and ſending for others to 


their houſes, but got few or none beſides his fult company ; moſt of 
: the 


4 al i [6] | 
the Tradeſmen, Journeynkn, Labourers and Servants baviog either 


lefe the Town, or hid themſelves, to avoid hiscall. The T on was 
ſo thin of people, that it logked more like a Country Village. than & 
Corporation ; and the Shop being generally ſhutdown, it ſeemed 
like a place viſited with the Peſt, where uſually is written upon:the 
Door, Lord have mercy upon ws ! ” | 

The firſt Ditreſs was attempted upon the Goads of one Nicholas 
Hawkins « Cutler, who was fined forty ſhillings ; but bis Goods be. 
ing removed beforchand, and bis Honſe viftzd with the Small-Pox,, 
rhe Officers declined entring.. Mr. Foſter meeting here one: Jobs, 
Creker (that was alſo fined three pounds) commanded his afſiftance ; 
who refuſing, was therefore by Mr. Fofter commanded into the cuſto« 
dy of one of the Town-Sergeants, then preſent. | 

' From hence Mr. Foſter went into the Houſe of one Michael Shep- 
- heard a Shoomaker, who was fined fiverſhillings ; where a Diftteſs 
was made,not only for five ſhillings, but alſo for-12 d. more; becauſe 
the ſaid Shepheard being asked' the ſame time'by Mr. Fofter, if be was 
at Church the day before ? and not anſwering, only deſired to know 
who accuſed him, or would {wear it, 

The next Houſe in their way was one Thomas Honloves, 2 Journy, 
-man-Shoomaker, fined twenty ſhillings or more ; whoſe Children 
lying fick of the Small-pox, in the Houſe where his Goods lay, the 
Officers were unwilling toenter, and ſo My. Fofter drew them off to 
one Thomas Compers a Heelmaker, fined forty ſhillings ; diftreyning 
three Cart-load of Wood, cut eſpecially for his working ; which-wag 
of more value than any of his houſho[d Goods, -he being a poor man, 
and living only upon making Heels and Laſts, | 

The next remove was to one Fobn Crokers Houſe before mention- 
ed, a Dealer in Linen Drapery, and fined three pounds ; who having 
removed his Shop-Goods to another place, to ſecure them from the 
Diſtreſs, old Battiſox would not trouble himſelf to diſtrein then, but 
Laid be would take a better opportunity to get his Goods. | 

Neat this place lived one Dame! Rich, a Tanner, and Conſtable of 
that Ward ; who being fined five (billings for his Wife, had bis beſt 
Wearivg-Coat difreyned the ſame time, by immediate Order of Mr, 
Foſter, | 

_ hence Mr. Foſter marcheth to Fobn Spencer;a Grocer ; whoſe 
Goods he diftreyned for a Fine of about forty ſhillings, The next 


Neighbour was Wilam Fay, a Baker, Who was alſo diftreyned for. 


five ſhillings. And next to bim lived-one Edward 1ſaec,a Blackſmith, 
fingd forty Ghillipgs for himſelf and his Wife ; from whom they took. 
aWay 
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away Locks; Shovels, and the very Anvilupon which he forgeth' hig' 
Work ; nnd Barr;ſon would bave pulled down the Forge-Bellows alſo, 
bat that it required more time and labour, than his itch to greater” 
ones in other places would allow him : Haſtening therefore to their 
urker, they leave ( fora time ) the Patiſh of Pax/s, invading the 
Pariſh of Cuthberts , where they find the door of one Thomas Arthur 
+ Pipe-maker, locked, who was fined five pounds ;. before they had 
broken the door open by attempts they made at it, the ſame was un- 
locked on the in-fide; Mr. Fofter enters, and diftreyning all the 
Goods within” doors-and without, the ſaid &Zrthwr defired to know, 
how much Money he had diſtreyned for? to whom the ſaid Mr. Foſter 
replied, that they diſtreyned for eleven pounds : thereupon Thomas: 
Arthur deſired to ſee the Warrant ; which being produced, he ſeeing 
himſelf therein but ſix pound, told Mr.Fofter ſo: to which M.Fofter an- 
ſwered, that there was five pound more for keeping his Door locked; When 
Thomas Arthur perceived that Mr.Fofter would diſtreyn all his Goods; 
he ſaid, Sir, What ſhall my Children do, ſhall they ſtarve 7 Mr, Foſter re- 
plied, that ſo long a7he was a Rebel, bis Children ſhould tlarve, And ſo- 
on Wedneſday following, old Battzſon, the two Appatitors, With & 
*File of Muſquetiers, and a Cart, carried away what Houſhold Goodg- 
they thought fit, and all the Wood both within doors and without, 
neceflary to his Trade, by three Cart-load, not leaving ſo much as to- 
ſuffice for the burning of a Kiln of Pipes, ready ſet, though earneſtly- 
deſired by the poor Pipemaker himſelf, and alſo by others of Battiſons + 
Company. Mr, Fofter having done his Work at the Pipemakers,pro- 
ceeds in the Pariſh to one Robert Browns 2 Gardener, diftreyning all 
his Honſhold Goods, for a Fine ſuppoſed to be three pounds : making 
"haſte to the chiefeſt place they aimed at, for their turn, they paſſed 
into Peters Pariſh, to the Houſe of Miis. CAfary Tilney, Widow, 2: 
Geontlewoman well deſcended; and of a good Eſtate, who was fined 
Twenty pounds ; and to make her exemplary in ſuffering for that 
offence, Mr. Foſter himſelf, being attended by his Publick Notary, 
will ſee the Fine effeQually levied upon her Goods, andindeed the 
ſame was effeRually done ; for (a Cart being provided-for that pur- 
-poſe) they diſtreyved and carried away all the Goods in her Houſe 
they thought worth their labour, as Tables, Cupboards, Chairs, Irons, - 
:'Feather-bzds; Blankets, the very-Hapgings of the Room, and the 
iSheers off her Bed, infomuch that the Widow was forced that nighe 
/fo- borrow- Sheets of her Neighbours to lie in; being not. willing to- 
:15dge out of her own Houſe, though invited byher friendly Neigh-- 


\Þours ; nor.did they leave ber one Featherbed of her own ( having. 
t | taken” 


| [8] 
tiken three tway) whereon to ſpread thoſe Sheets ſhe bowowed, but 
ſhe was forced to make uſe of a Bed and Bolſter of 'anothets, : left in 
her Houſe: Iris true the Gentlewoman had 'mote good Houſhold-. 
ſtuff of her own, than was et this time found in' her Houſe; but 
foreſeeins the Waſte intended upon her, prudently ſecured the beſt 
of them abroad ; and therefore capnot with ſafety poſſeſs them for 
ber neceſſary uſe : And as fol the value of thoſe Goods taken away, 
it is ſuppoſed to be betwixt forty and fifty pounds. Yet the ſaid 
Miis Titney was more troubled at the crying and (ighing of her-poor 
Neighbours about her, (who were much affected with ber ſufferings; 
ſhe being very charitable) than for the loſs of her Goods, which ſhe 
took very chearfully, And ſo the Officers left. her, having finiſhed 
this dayes work. SE, TY 
The next day, being Tueſday, more Fines were. to be levied on 
the Goods of the reſt. of the Meecers 3 but Bartzſon finding it would 
lie hard upon-bim and the two Apparitors, for want of mare help than 
they had the day before; and fore-knowWing that if he deferred charg- 
ing Afitance till he b2gan his work, all people would get out of the 
We , as they did ; Therefore early in the morning he walked alone in 
the Streets, looking into the Shops, to charge men beforehand to be 
 xeady: Which being ſoon perceived by the people,moſt of the Tradeſ» 
men and other Inhabitants, inſtantly either deſerted the Town,or hid 
themſe[ves as before. About ten of the Clock, old Battrſov, with the 
Souldiers, and ſome Conſtables, whom he had warned over. night to be 
in readineſs, marcheth up the Higb-ſtreet; where he levieth the 
Fine of five pounds upon Fobn Fer, the Hab:rdaſher of Hatts before- 
mentioned, at whoſe Houſe the Meeting was; taking away all 'the 
Hats in his Shop, and the next day carted away his Houſhold-Goods, 
becuuſe there was but twenty nine Hats in the Shop, heſfide Hatbandg, 
that they took away. Having thus dealt with this Hatter, he proceeds 
to deal the ſame.meaſtre to_ another Hatter, one Samuel Fer, who was - 
alſo fined five-pounds, and dealt with as his Brother before him, 
finding no more favour from them than the former. | 
The next Fine they proceed to levy, was forty ſhillings upon the - 
Goods of one Thomas Woodward, a Malſter : but one Richard Layficld 
being in poſſeſſion of the Malthouſe, to whom the Maltfter had (ſome 
time before) ſold all his Malt, and quitted the poſſeſſion ; Old Battsſox 
met with a op, and was perſwaded to defer diſtreyning, till Richard 
Layfictd, who had bought the Malt, had ſpoken with the Juſtices,then 
met at the Swax: forthwith the ſaid Layfie/d applyed to the Juſtices, 
cJuaioty\them that Thomas Woodward ( bona fide) did owe him uy 
5 pounds, 


eg 


pdunds, that be had formerly lent bim in money, add. that the ſaitlf 
Thou Woodward wis bound to deliver two hundred ninety odd quars 
ers of Malt to others, for Money' 'and Batley received of them; 
30d therefore upon Tohdnion that the ſainl Zayfield ſhould acquic bim 
of the ſaid fixty pound debt, 46d ovlige himſelf ro deliver the two 
hundred ninety odd quarters 9 to the ſeveral] perſons intereſſed 
it them, he did ſell and deliver to him the ſaid Aichard Lajficld, alt 
_ the Malt lying in his Malthouſe, and Batley left,: and that there was 
no fraud herein ; All the perſons to whom the two hundred ninety 
and odd quarters of Milt were due, wereTteady to make oath of the 
tturh of their Debts; the. ſaid Richard Layfield-did alſo produce the 
D-ed to the Juſtices, and avetred thit the reaſon of making this Bar- 
oain,was to lecure his fixty pound, which he thought might otherwiſe 
bz hazarded. But notwithſtanding all this, Sir George Blandel,one of 
the JuRices, ſaid ; That Richard Layfi:ld went about nerein to'defiaud: 
the King, and therefore bound him over to the next Atizes ;-and fur- 

ther ſaid, that ſo long #9 Thomas Woodward aforeſaid offended, the 
Malt ſhould be diftreyned, and that he would leave them ( meaning 
the Meters) worth-nothing ; And when he had done that, ' he would 
fill the P.iſons with them: adding moreover, If they do not like itz. 


Let them ſland up and defend themſelves, as we did, 


There were no further Diſtreſſes made the laſtweek; it is conjeQu-- 
red that ſone falliog out b:twixt the Mayor and Afr. Foſter on Wed. 
n:\day, was the occaſion to delay their proceedings ;. It ſeems the 
Mayor was not willing that Batr:ſon (who is Churchwarden for Pauls): 
ſhould diftreyn in- the tivo Pariſhes on the other' fide of the River 
where the Mayor lived : But oh Monday: the 3oth inflant, Ferkmas: 
the chief Apparitor, with the Churchwarden, Conſtable, and Over- 
feer of Mary's Pariſh in Bedford, 'bzgan to difirein, The: perſons: 
name is Jofeph Ruffbead- at whoſe Houſe they fi:ft began; the Fine- 
thzy levied upon him was threz pound; the ſaid Reffbead: upon their 
spptoach to him defired ro ſee their Warrant,. wherein not finding: 
Feckmans name, be diſcharged him from cofnivg upon his Gronnd,. 
and therefore was-had to one of the Juſtices ; before whom making; 
o00d his ptaRtice in keeping Frokasay from his Ground, becauſe nor 
in the Wartant, was told by the Juſtice,. that Feckmay came only: ap- 
2n-Afﬀiitant to- the Officers; Whereupon the ſaid Raffbead returbivg: 
back permittedthem to take. their Diltrefs-; who rook tiyo Timber- 


Erees of about feven pound: value, =_ the three pound.- The: ſame: 
| - | = 


& 


day the ſame Officers went to diftreyn one Fobs Clerks, a Grocer, for 
forty (billivgs ; and breaking open us Doors, they rook his Houſhold- 
goods, not-medling with thoſe in. his Shop, being but of htle value, 
. And from thence the ſame Officers. went to the Houſe of John Ru 
Waggoner, to levy a Diftre(s of three pounds ſetupon him, where 
they ſeized a new Cart and Wheels '% the ſame. 4 

. The ſame day at putt of a Villag®called Cotren-End, near Bedford, 
the Officers of the ſame, by Warrant from the Juſtices, diftreyned 
ſeveral. perſons; who: had been convicted by the Juſtices, for having 
2'Meeting at the Houſe cf one Thowas T borowgood ; which perſons were 
fined to a greater value than the whole of their Eſtates did amount 
to; and this day they are ſtripped of their whole ſubſtance ;- and the 
ſajd Thorowgood hath not left him ſo much a8 his Loom to work with, 
being a Weaver ; and by his labour therein ſupporting himſelf and 
his Family. k: Sh 2  * +00 
 -» But becauſe there are ſeveral remarkable Cixcumſtances relating to | 
this matter,” which do clearly evince the undue and moſt inhumane 
dealings of ſome of the Jultices, eſpecially of Sir George Blundell, 
with the poor. people la(t mentioned ; here 1s therefore inſerted a 
particular. and exact Account of the whole Proceeding, as follow- 
eth, VOID JEN ON a | 
From the. diſcourſe of a little Child, who ſaid there had heen a 
Meeting at the Houſe of 7 homas T borowgood in Catten-Erd ;. the Wife 
of Fohn Pryor Vicualler, reſorts to Sir G.. B. and makes Oath of the 
Child's Report to her, who iſſues a Warrant for the appearance of 
ſeveral-perſons of that Enchip, ſuſpeRed to have been there, who 
appeared before ſeveral Juſtices at the Swas in'Bedford, before whom 
none that were examined confefled a Meeting to have been, or.that 
they were there : the Juſtices dealt with them ſeverally, aſſuring them 
that ſuch of them as would confeſs who was the Preacher, ſhould be 
acquitted : but po confeſſion was made ; and generally they did refes 
to any proof that could be brought againſt them, nor being willing 
to accuſe themſelves or others. The Juſtices upon conſideration did 
- conclude; that there was ground ſufficient to conviet them ; and- did - 
afleſs Fines upon them ſeverally. Thowas T borowgoad's Fine (at whoſe 
Houſe the Meeting was ſaid to be) was Nineteen pounds; who wag 
'by the Officers diftreyned, and.all that he bad, with the Implements 
of- his Trade ( he bzing a Weaver) taken from him ,- and the (aid 
Therawgood with his Wife is Gace. departed away from their dwe]- 
ling: and. o06n0ts: oo 5 | 


, 
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The 


".' The Wife of one Gerge Winright, and + Soh-in-law of Finrghts, 
were fined teh pounds five ſhillings, as having been at the Meeting, 
The (aid George Winright'is Tenant tothe Batt of Exrtery and being, 
in Arrears of Rent to his ſiid Landlord,about Miche/mas lift; for his 
ſaid Landlords ſecurity of receiving Reat then due, and- ſuch fursher 
xs for the year enſurng would be'kccrewing, the ſaid ##imright prevail- 
ed with two Song-in-law of his; to become. bound: for- him to. the 
Earl's Steward, then upon the place, for bis quarterty-payment of mo- 
ney due ; and for the tndempnity of his-twvo Sons,' in reſpz& of the 
faid Bond, the ſaid Winright by Bill of Sale paſſeth over all bis Gaods 
and Cpattels to the two Sons, one whereof lived with himy- in the 
poſſeſſi>n of what ws ſo ſold, from the time of the ſaid Sale ; but it 
happened that the Son-who lived with him, ſtaying out from home 
- 8t a Fair the third of Fay, kept at a Vilkage about two miles: from 
Cotten-end, the Father-in-law took ſuch diſpleaſure that he broke open 
the Son's Coffer Rtanding in the Houſe, took out the Writing and de- 
ftroyed it : the Son remains Rill with his Father, ant was fined tett 
ounds for being at a Meeting. The Father pleads there were no 
ods of the Son's there, though they were once his with bis Bro- 
thers, yet the Writing was ſince delfiroyed, and ſets forth the mattey 
of Fa&, The cancelling of the Writing was deemed Collufion, and 
the Officers were ordered to proceed in the Diſtreſs. mwinright thare- 
upon driveth away his Cartel, ſe]lz ſeveral of them at Potten Market, 
and ſome not ſold there, he ſells to one Afiler, an Inhabitant of the: 
ſame Pariſh; for a valuable rate; who paid good part of the money.,. 
and 2ave Bond for the yem2iner to Finrghe (the ſaid Cattel being in 
Miller's Grounds and Poffeffion ſeveral dayes) which being.heard of, 
Sir G; B. ſends a Warrant for both the Buyer and Seller to appear 
before him, to whom they gave information of the ſale and the pay- 
ment. But all their Pleas being unregarded, the ſaid Knight demand- 
ed- Sureties of thei for. their app:atance- at the Aſſizes, deglating 
with bis wonted vehemence he would bind them bothiover; and di» 
fireyn the Cattel likewiſe : whereatthe ſaid Winright. being affrighe:. 
ed, promiſed to pay the ten pounds, 2nd accordingly. did-fo;. bur 
fome fewdayes-after, being told by a 'Lawyer that he had wrong in: 
To doing; be repairs to Sir G, B. 'a6quainting him with what the Law- - 
yer had ſaid; entreating- his favour : which without! delay he ims 
pajted; bearing him well for- his pains. 7 
 Fhomas: Langley, n Tahabicant of CorrorwEnd, likewiſe being fined: 
five ponnd ten ſhillings, for big being at-the:aforefaid ſulp:Red” 
| | B 2 Meetiog,, 
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Keeiing, preſuming upon the favour of $ir.GB: (to-wbam he food in 
hte ar 18 a5 a Sexvant), told. the Officers hp won/d- pay the weney, if 
he could:yot get: abatement of Sit Ga B, 0 THBUAEPHUNg $69 Hot pre- 
vailing for any ſuch-like kigdneſy, -he/Was unwilling 'to pay. theſajd. 
Five, having vely little Stock, and owing for the greateſt part of 
that, and.much likeniſein arrears-t0 digLandlord ; . but the Officers 
having iri& cbarge to go-take all he had, ard ſell it for fiye paync 
ten ſhillings, they difiteyned his three Cows,reglly worth ten,poun 
and going to (cl them, a Neighbour. in compaſſion tothe Diltceyned, 
paid the Officer five pound'ten (hillipge, 20d ſept-the Cows bome to 
the right. owner. - o " 29 

”. Some other perſons of the ſaid Endſhip were difireyned by the Of. 
ficers, and. had that lirtle ſubſtance they had taken from them, and 
depofited by the Officers in the houſe.of the aforeſzid. Pryor, whoſe 
Wife did at firſt inform of the ſaid Meeting, where they yer. remain 
to be ſold to any willing to buy the ſame, that with the propostion 
allotted to the Informer, the ſaid Pryor may again have ſome money 
to put into his. purſe, having prodigally and brutiſhly waſted all, that 

- he lately ſold aconfidezable ERate for, that lay in the afozeſgid End 
hip. TSS 


 Atrue Relation of the ſudden and firange Death of ove Feckmay, « - 
walicious Perſecutor of the good People at Bedford. 


Of-a like complexion with that beaſily creature Foh» Pryor, laſt 
Mentioned, was one: Feckwan a molt violent and thirſty Perſecutor 
at Bedford ; whoſe father living at Twrvy in the County of Bedford, lefc 
bim a very conſiderable Eſtate, who at bis marriage did receive a 
good addition thereto, by a Portion with bis Wife ; but giving no li. 
its to his luſts and extravzgancies,in ſome few years he had ſpent all, 
and for his.laſt refuge became an Apperiyr, . to which the calling of 
an Alchouſe-keeper being by ſpecial favour added, be by the gaing 
from/both was enabled ito live 352. 659-2 15 in Bedford ; but ar 

the coming forth of this late AR, he blefled himſelf with the hope 
of recovering an Eftate, and” raifing himſelf a Fabrick our of the Rus 
ines of thoſe whoſe kindnefſes bad refreſhed him ; and purſuapt to 
this purpoſe,” he engages with all bis mighr-both-in takiog the Mee. 
ters, and levying the Dreſs upon theis Goods ;-in the former, ma- 
nifeſtivg more than uſual diligence; 5: and in 4bg latter, expreffing 
extraordinary rge-and: violence, ſo that by his fiexcencls and cx 
| = i elty 


fly. wy (yin ped lens . ad rather a Putveyor 
m of FO than ry Officer of 2 Ccurt Chriſtian 

_ men.flile the Commillaznies. ) | Bur .lome.few dayes. after, 
U/H 12666. 3+: 1670-834 Viſiration, (where be, 28 2.nccelary a0d-en- 
dearedA \ppurteyent, Was attending). at ,4 web; h he was taken there 
ul; and. Op — to If Names. fell very far amiſs, eg Ape l 
kn, 2ceat abundance vomit (86s FOruinung ſo ro.da till 
bis 9009Þ {yrbich yas the. 5 th, day afrer;hig fiſt figkneſs). rods Fe all 
- which 11mg he Wan in Very goat Pajo angl aogyilh of bo 

the moſt; pyit_yowilling 9. ipeak,. and nt. very Me pas ref peer 
ſpeaking words of chreataipy againſt Phaxpticky ;. avd ſometimes bla« 
mips Mr, Foſter For ſetring;him in the Office, Afjer whoſe Death his - 
Wie, in-complyance-With. ber Husbands deſire. of; being buried at 
Tyryez, endeavoured to boriaw a. Coach of - the. Neighbour Gentle= 
men, t9 carry his Carps z1 hup-all. that were: asked, refuſed tolend ; 
3nd the two Carriers who live jg the Town {gach of which keeps tiyo 
Coaches that they lex for Hire to-perſons defiring them) did both of 
them refuſe for hire to let theirs for his conveyance; ſo that his wife * 
was conſtrained to ſend his Corps in.a a to the place defignes for, - 


his burial 
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APOSTSCRIPT, 


Uis Toſtance of the Execution of - the.late AQ agaiot Meetings 
"T< for Religioug Worſhip, -is.not- thus made -publick, as though 
there were no other of- the lame kind 1n;other places ; For it.is well - 
knowa that-ip. many of the priocipal Cities and Towns in the Nati- 
on; there have bZen praceediags on the ſave account, With no leſs 
Outrage, Illegality and. Violence; .which may.in, due time bepub- 
liſhed 41ſo::- only this. is one of the fir, whoſe Tragical As have 
becn collefed, every. -P3xticular whereof will readily be atteſted 
on Oath, by thoſe that ſuffered, and others who were.ſpeQatorg of 
the whole proceeding... Nor is the defign of pobliſung hereof, to 
caſt zny.refleion on the AR ir ſelf, ler it Rand or fall in the Provis 
dence % God, 28 it (hall be faund complyant. with, or oppokite to, the 
| Honqur and Intereſt of his (Aajs/7; with the Peace, Welfare and 
' Pcoſpyrity. of. the Kingdoms. | Councels, for publick good, are the 
Proninct of our Sppenours ; Icady. Obed! ence, 07 peaceable Suffers 
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of their Advez{uries do-openly declare, that they would milliogly, by 
their vojuſt and oppreſſive uſage of them, burry them into. - But aſt 


of God): to..gratifie-their Adverſaries, by travferefling the agarion. 
on'unto Mi- 


fcattered = and*ſich an' end do*'we hope and pray for, - of- our preſent 
ou Oe nts Re ue 
The ends therefore of publiſhing this Account are-plainly and oply 
theſe : Firſt, to prepare others, of the ſatne'way and practice in the 
things of Religion, with-the perſons {6 roughly-reated at Bedford; not 
to think irange of the liketryals when-they befal them, *and to bear 
them pariently, quietly; and peaceably,*tiotwvithftanding all provoce« 
tons tothe contrary, as the > bavs done. '2dfy, Hambly'ts GC | 
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of our Legiſlators, whether this be the Garment of their Off-ſpring ? 
Tr doth not appear that there is avy thing in the AR it ſelf, that doch / 
dire@ to, or will bear any man onit in, ſach an execution sf ir, as that 

- Which igcre moſt truly and impartially repreſented. ' And we ſup- 
poſe that” the ſecret intentions of ſome, ought-not to influence Pub- 
lick Adminiſtrations, wherein all are concerned, ' And it may not un-': 
became the wiſdom of thoſe who have Power, ſpeedily to reviſe thoſe 
Laws, which may eaſily be perverted, ſo as to give too much counte- 
nance unto, and be made inſtramental in, gratifying the luſts ard -- . 
revenge of private men. - 3dly, To give a clear proſpe& into the 
ſad EfteRs of the Proſecution of this AR, in the-way and manner 
a$ hath herein been made known ; in which it appears, that "there 
hath been very little regard to Law, Equity, Peace, Love, Humanity, 
or indeed any thing that is deſirable or uſeful among Mankind. Iris: 
evident already, how that by theſe means, no ſmall Diſturbances, Di- 
ſtraRions and Confulions, have filled the minds, and exerciſed the 
thoughts of all ſorts of men; ſome forſake their Callings,and all in- 
duſtry in them; in which number are not only the Proſecutors-of rhis 
AR, and thoſe proſecuted by thetn, but others alſo, who withdraw 
themſelves, or forſake their Habitations, that they may bare no-con- 
cernment in theſe proceedings, or at leaſt not to contribute their: 
Afſitance in them. Poor induſtrious Families are utterly ruined, and 
ſome made wholly incapable to provide for their future ſubſiſtance, 
(the Utenſils and Implements of their reſpeive Callivgs ( contrary 
to Law) being moſt barbarouſly taken from them :) And beſides all 
this, opportunities are hereby given to Thieves and Robbers to coun- 
tenance their Villanies, with pretences of executing this AR, which ' 
have aRually by ſome already been made uſe of in Harrfordſbire, not 
far from the Tok of Hartford ; the truth whereof will evidently ap-_ 
pear upon enquiry. Moreover, alſo, the minds of the refidue of men 
are filled with 'mutusl Animokities, Heats, Jealoufieg and Suſpicions, . 
things no way conducing to publick tranquillity-and advantage, And - 
all this is brought about by this only means; And that too in a time + 
otherwiſe of the higheſt peace, calmneſs, and ſedateneſs of mind a-- 
moneſt all ſorts of people throughout the Nation. Whether theſe, 
and innumerable other evils of the like kind, will be recompenced un- 
to the Kingdom, by the ſatisfaRtion given to the envy+and jeatouſies of 
ſome m20, (whoſe uſefulneſs unto themſelves is very well known; but 
not ſo a3 to the Publick advantage of the Nation ) Men wife, PzaCe- 
able and ſober, wi!! in their own minds judge and determine. 
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